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and French Governments from June 1934 to March 1936, to
negotiate an Eastern Pact, as well as a Western Air Pact. In the
beginning Germany declared she was ready to enter an Eastern
Pact, but in August Hitler was of another mind, though he did
not declare himself openly, but put off its consideration. A month
or two later it was evident that he would reject it. In the meantime,
Poland had definitely declined to accept it, for the reasons which
were put forward by Beck to Barthou at Geneva on September 7,
1934, and afterwards were embodied in the Polish Memorandum
of September 27 (p. 364). This Memorandum, however, did not
appear in the Blue Book; if it had, Poland's opposition to the
Eastern Pact would have been seen as sealing the fate of the pact.
On April 13 the Committee of Thirteen, but in effect the
Council, at Geneva debated the Italo-Abyssinian question. The
divergence of the views of the British and the French was
immediately apparent; France sought to negative the additional
sanctions on Italy, proposed by England, and to enforce sanctions
against Germany for reoccupying the Demilitarized Zone—a plan
which England declined to support. Geneva then turned to what-
ever prospect remained of negotiations for a settlement of the
war in Africa, and in Paris there was some talk about the recon-
struction of the Stresa front. In Poland the Gazeta Pokka spoke
of the difficult position of France in having to decide whether
she would uphold sanctions to the fullest extent, or abstain
and risk the loss of England's help against Germany; in the latter
case France could not count on any great assistance from Italy,
for Italy would be occupied for a considerable period in settling
Abyssinia, and during that time Germany would complete her
fortification of the Rhineland. Most of the other Polish papers
asked whether England would close the Suez Canal against Italy,
or, if not, what other steps would be taken to maintain sanctions,
and their view was that if England did not stand firm, there would
never be another chance for her to do so. These expressions of
opinion on the foreign situation were coupled with discussions
of developments in the internal affairs of Poland, which were of
more direct interest.

